
HOT PINK PAPER CAMPAIGN 2018 
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INFORMATION Name:                     Melissa De Genova – Incumbent City Council Candidate
 

Party: NPA 

 

Email:   melissa@degenovaforvancouver.com 

 

Phone number: 604-767-8731 
 

 

Indigenous Women 
and Girls 

Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Create a multi-sector/ 
multi-level task force to 
advise the City 

             
     X 

 I agree that the City of Vancouver needs a 
diverse task force to advise the city of 
Vancouver. I would fully endorse this if I could 
predict what the task force would look like. It 
needs to be inclusive.  

Ensure culturally-safe 
engagement policies 

 
        X 

  Without this- engagement, input and 
consultation will fail. To be successful and 
increase participation, there needs to be a 
framework to guarantee that every woman and 
girl feels culturally safe.  

Make equitable and 
proportional funding for  
social services, programs, 
and spaces 

 
         X 

  Accessibility can be hindered by the cost of 
services, programs and space. We need to look 
at sustainable systems for funding, that are 
anonymous at the point of sale for women and 
girls who cannot participate because of cost.  

Include indigenous women 
in candidates for Mayor, 
Council, School and Park 
Board  

 
        

 
        X 

 I believe that all women should be encouraged 
to run. “Include” is a broad word, so I chose 
“partially”. I do agree with providing and 
funding more engagement programs . 



  

Child Care Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Continue to improve upon 
the existing $10 A Day 
Child Care Plan 

        
       X 

 I completely support the idea of the $10 a day 
Child Care Plan. It should be improved upon, 
however, not at the expense of working 
towards affordability of other child care 
models, plans and subsidies.  

Partner with the provincial 
government to  
create new spaces and  
facilities 

 
     X 

  AGREE! The Provincial government is offering 
incentives, funding and subsidies to 
municipalities who are willing to sign on to this 
program. As a City Councillor, I put forward a 
motion that the city should reduce fees, 
expedite permits and incentivize building child 
care to applicants, like the Rental 100 program. 

Create policies to include  
child care spaces in all 
large developments 

  
     x 

  YES! And also in all housing developments built 
on city-owned land. Incentives, such as waiving 
fees and costs need to be addressed. The city 
currently charges $42,600 to approve an  
airspace parcel for a new child care facility.  

Affordable Housing Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Build more safe, low 
income, affordable 
housing units that are 
women-friendly 

 
     X 

  Completely agree! Also, for women and 
families, consider housing near schools, 
childcare and transit.  

Enforce residential 
tenancy standards to 
protect against housing 
based exploitation. 

 
      X 

 
 

 Beyond enforcement, there needs to be a safe 
and secure way to report housing-based 
exploitation. 

Implement the City for  
All Women, Women’s  
Equity Strategy 2018-2028 
housing 
recommendations 

  
      X 

 Yes. And as noted above, consider the location 
of any housing included in the 72,000 units to 
be close to transit, services and childcare.  

Reserve at least  50% plus 
units for women on  
low incomes  

  
       X 

 I would fully support this if the definition of 
“low” income was clarified in this question.  



 

 

Electoral Reform Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Ensure diverse women 
comprise at least 50% of  
candidates and elected 
officials 

  
 

X 

 50% of City Councillors in the 2014-2018 
Council term are women. I do think that 
gender equity can be achieved through 
policy and programs that engage and 
encourage women in politics. It is also 
important to consider individuals beyond 
females and makes, especially those with 
different gender identities 

Implement wards and  
proportional voting 
systems 

   
X 

Ward systems and proportional voting may not 
benefit women in politics or constituents. In an 
at large system, there is more choice in an at 
large system and chances of women being 
represented by a woman are often higher in an 
“at-large” system.  

Environment, Climate 
Change, and Resilience 

Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Review the City’s  
Greenest City Action Plan 
and emergency 
preparedness strategies 
related to climate change 
with a gendered 
intersectional lens 

  
 

x 

 This is a broad question, and I partially support 
this question. For example- women who 
struggle with affordability or have a child with 
special needs may have difficulty affording or 
maintaining a system of cloth diapers. (This is 
suggested in part of the policy).  Before that 
decision can be made, this issue needs to be 
considered with a gendered intersectional lens 

Enhance community 
engagement strategies to 
ensure the inclusivity of 
diverse women and girls 

 
x 

   



Ending Violence 
Against Women 

Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Conduct a full safety  
audit of the City of 
Vancouver 

  
      X 

 I endorse a safety audit; however, the question 
is broad. There are safety concerns that cannot 
be audited and must be addressed. Any review 
of safety in our city for Women must include a 
number of stakeholders representing women.  

Allocate funding for 
organizations doing anti 
violence work 

  
       X 

 Yes. There are many organizations and 
sometimes not enough funding to go around. It 
is important to consider partnerships with 
senior levels of government led by the city to 
provide additional funding opportunities.  

Organize a City wide anti 
violence campaign 
coordinated by the 
Mayor’s Office and 
women’s anti violence 
organizations  

 
       X 

  Completely agreed. The Mayor’s office is 
political, and the Mayor may be a man. I would 
prefer to see a City wide anti violence 
campaign coordinated by Council through staff 
and be inclusive of women’s anti violence 
organizations, the police, and other 
stakeholders.  

Women, Work and 
Income 

Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Commit to comprehensive 
pay equity and 
employment 

 
      X 

  Yes. I would also like to see an equitable and 
thoughtful system of benefits, including 
supplementary parental leave for all parents 
(regardless of gender or if they are biological 
parents) for the primary caregiver of the child. 
Currently, the City of Vancouver provides 
supplementary pay beyond EI only to birth 
mothers and not to fathers or adoptive 
parents. 

Recognize all work: 
volunteer, unpaid, 
precarious, reproductive 
and domestic work 

 
        X 

 
 

  

Hire a City advocate for all 
workers, including sex 
trade, illegal, and 
domestic etc. 

  
       X 

 Dependent on the outcome of consultation 
with women’s organizations serving and 
providing resources to women and a model of 
funding.  

Complete a yearly  
gender pay gap audit on 
all City staff 

       
      X 

   



  

Advocate for a provincial 
and federal anti-poverty 
plan  

 
       X 

  Especially with an emphasis on housing and 
health.  

Transportation Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Extend the operational 
hours of all transit to 24  
hours, 7 days a week  
  

  
      X 

 I am supportive of extending the hours of 
transit; however, I am realistic that it has been 
tried and falls outside of municipal jurisdiction. 

Make Vancouver a free 
transit zone after dark 

  
       X 

 Again, this falls outside of Vancouver 
jurisdiction. I fully support subsidized and free 
transit for people, (including women and 
children) who cannot afford it.  

Create safer transit and 
stations 

  
        X 

  Including thoughtful consideration of 
engineering requirements such as lighting.  

Endorse the www. 
AllOnBoard2018.ca  
Campaign 

  
       X 

 The City of Vancouver can lend support.  

Commit to fully connecting 
the cycling network with 
All Ages and Abilities 
facilities 

  
        X 

 Many considerations must be made, including 
consultation with persons with disabilities and 
mobility challenges.  

Create women centered 
programs tailored to 
improving access to 
complete bicycles, parts, 
accessories and services 

 
 

 
        X 

 All genders, including women need access to 
these programs.  



 

Intersectionality Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Develop a gendered 
intersectional framework 
to be applied to all City 
policies, programs, 
budgets, funding, staffing 
and governancec 

 
 
     X 

 
 

 Completely Agree!  

Young Women Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Advocate to lower the 
voting age to 16 

  
       X 

 I fully endorse engaging and encouraging 
young people to be aware and interested in 
government and understand the important of 
voting. I am not sure that 16 is the appropriate 
age for this.  

Fund programs that 
support the creation of 
women-friendly service 
hubs and incubators to 
develop skills and 
networks  

 
 
 

 
 
       X 

 I do support funding programs, if there are not 
already programs that the City of Vancouver 
can participate or partner with. I also support 
leveraging or “matching” funding with other 
levels of government and including different 
sectors for sponsorship.  

Create gender-specific 
programs to learn about, 
and participate in city 
planning, municipal 
elections, and other civic 
engagement activities 

  
 
       X 

 Again, there are many programs that could 
partner in gender specific programs included in 
this area.  
For example, the Canadian Women’s Voters 
Congress could be an excellent partner.  



 

 

 



Immigrant, Migrant  
and Refugee  
Women 

Fully  
Endorse 

Partially  
Endorse 

Do Not 
Endorse 

Comments 

Make Vancouver a 
Sanctuary City  

      
      X 

 Understanding the funding needed to be a 
Santuary City and the resources and 
framework  would be helpful.  

Hire a City advocate to 
support immigrant,  
migrant and refugee  
women 
  

  
       X 

 As I have noted above, it is important to 
understand the funding model associated with 
this position. Also, the input and consultation 
of many non-profit organizations and agencies 
serving immigrant, migrant and refugee 
women in Vancouver  

Address systemic barriers 
present in areas such as 
housing and violence 

 
     X 

  Yes. Along senior levels of government, 
stakeholders and non-profit operators.  

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Authorized by Women Transforming Cities Registered 
sponsor under LECFA 
womentransformingcities@gmail.com 


